
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Record of Executive Decision 
 
This form should be used to record key and other decisions made by individual 
Lead Cabinet members.  The contact officer will ensure that the signed and 
completed form is given to Democratic Services as soon as reasonably practicable 
after the decision has been taken.  
 
A key decision shall not be taken unless notice of the item has been published at 
least 28 days before the decision is to be taken except where: 

 a General Exception notice has been published under Rule 15 of the Access 
to Information Procedure Rules and the Chairman of Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee has been informed in writing; or 

 a Special Urgency notice has been published under Rule 16 of those Rules 
and the Chairman of Scrutiny and Overview Committee has agreed the 
decision is urgent. 

 
Unless permission has been obtained from the Chairman of Council and the 
Chairman of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee that this decision may be treated 
as a matter of urgency under Rule 12.19 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee 
Procedure Rules, this decision will come into force, and may then be implemented, 
on the expiry of five working days after the publication of the decision, unless called 
in under Rule 7 of the Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rules or Rule 12 of 
the Scrutiny and Overview Committee Procedure Rules.  Where consent has been 
obtained to exempt the decision from call-in, this will be specified below.

Lead Cabinet 
Member 

Lead Cabinet member for Housing 

Subject Matter Eastern Community Homes Funding 

Ward(s) 
Affected 

All Wards 

Date Taken Monday, 8 March 2021 

Contact Officer Julie Fletcher, Head of Housing Strategy 
(julie.fletcher@scambs.gov.uk) 

Date Published Tuesday, 9 March 2021 

Call-In 
Expiry/Exempt 
from call-in 

Tuesday, 16 March 2021 

Key Decision? No  

In Forward 
Plan? 

No 

Urgent? No 

 

Purpose / Background 

The purpose of this decision is to approve the funding of £3,000 to Eastern Community 
Homes to help towards the initial support and set up of the Community Hub in its second 
and third years of operation.  
 
The Eastern Community Homes is a new Hub that provides support and advice on 
community-led housing to local authorities and their communities.  The Hub was 
established in 2020 and for its first year of operation funded by MHCLG, with the aim to 
be self-financing by year four.  It is supported by the East of England Local Government 



Association (EELGA) and is one of a national network of community led housing hubs.  
The services offered by the Hub include: 
 

 Raising awareness and training for local authorities and their local councils and 
communities. 

 Sharing expertise and experience of community-led housing across the eastern 
region. 

 Supporting the development of planning and housing policy to enable community-
led housing. 

 Delivering technical advice and support to local councils and communities from 
inception to completion of community-led housing. 

 
Within the Greater Cambridge Housing Strategy 2019, the Council is committed to 
working with local communities to ensure villages remain vibrant and sustainable for the 
future.  This includes delivering affordable homes that will meet local needs.  Community-
led development will compliment the Council’s work on bringing forward exception sites 
for affordable housing. 
 
Since 2016/17, the Council has been working pro-actively with communities following 
funding received from the Government’s Community Housing Fund.  This enabled us to 
commission work to provide a community-led adviser one day a week for a year, raising 
the profile of community-led housing and working with start-up groups in the area as well 
as providing internal support within the Council.  This piece of work has now come to an 
end and has resulted in four local communities receiving seed funding to help set up a 
community-led housing group, with one group so far successfully being granted planning 
permission to provide 21 affordable homes for local people.  Of the initial raising of 
awareness of community-led housing, there has been interest shown from various 
communities. 
 
Whilst the majority of the funding received from Government has been spent, there 
remains £5,800 which would support this initiative and therefore would be at no additional 
cost to the Council.  This money is ring-fenced for supporting community-led 
development. 

 

Declaration(s) of Interest 
Record below any relevant interest declared by any executive Member consulted or 
by an officer present in relation to the decision. 

None 

 

Dispensation(s) 
In respect of any conflict(s) of interest declared above, record below any 
dispensation(s) granted by the Council’s Standards Committee. 

None 

 

Consultation 
Record below all parties consulted in relation to the decision. 

None. 

 

Other Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 

Option 1: To reject the request for grant funding to Eastern Community Homes. 
 



Reason for Rejection: Eastern Community Homes are looking to work in partnership with 
the local authorities across the East of England, to which South Cambridgeshire would 
benefit from.  Without this partnership, it will be difficult for the Council to provide 
guidance and support to our communities in bringing forward community-led 
development. 

 

Final decision Reason(s) 

To approve £3,000 funding from the monies 
received from the Government’s 
Community Housing Fund to support 
Eastern Communities Homes for the period 
1 April 2021 until 31 March 2023. 

The Council would benefit from the 
expertise and advice that is offered by the 
Hub and provide additional capacity and 
resource to increase delivery of affordable 
housing. 

 

Signed Name 
(CAPITALS) 

Signature Date 

Lead Cabinet 
Member 

Signed copy available upon request from Democratic Services 
(democratic.services@scambs.gov.uk) 

Chief Officer 

 

Further Information 

Further details on the offer of support to local authorities can be found in the supporting 
Eastern Community Homes Leaflet 

 

https://easterncommunityhomes.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/ECH_LAOFFER_A4_FINAL.pdf

